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Regulatory Analysis and Development (RAD)
Functions assigned to RAD

1. Advises Administrator and other APHIS officials on matters pertaining to APHIS regulatory policy,
including matters relating to Federal Register documents, and compliance with all statutes, executive
orders, and other procedural requirements related to rulemaking.

2. Develops and drafts proposed and final regulations and other documents for publication in the Federal
Register (dockets). Reviews dockets for adequacy, clarity, and compliance with APHIS program policies,
USDA policies, and applicable laws and guidelines.

3. Establishes and maintains an Agency-wide clearance and control system for Federal Register
documents. Maintains an automated Docket Tracking System reflecting the status and progress of all
dockets. Coordinates intra-Agency (and as necessary, inter-Agency) review of dockets.

4. Coordinates and works with programs to conduct periodic reviews of existing regulations to determine
their need, enforceability and burdens consistent with Departmental policies and statutory requirements.

5. Maintains the official administrative record for APHIS dockets, and maintains a Docket Comment
Reading Room for public access.

6. Coordinates review of comments on proposed rules by APHIS program staff.
7. Provides Hearing Officers to conduct public hearings on proposed rules.

8. Maintains liaison with the Office of General Counsel, Office of Budget and Program Analysis, Office
of the Federal Register, Office of Management and Budget, and Small Business Administration on matters
related to APHIS rulemaking.

9. Provides advice and interpretation of APHIS dockets and regulatory policy to APHIS staff preparing
documents related to rulemaking,such as press releases, economic analyses, regulatory impact statements,
takings analyses, and replies to public inquiries.

Key RAD Services

¢ Advises programs on their regulatory options and authorities.

* Suggests innovative ways to meet programs' regulatory needs.

® Drafts regulations and other Federal Register documents.

& Tracks and facilitates the review and clearance of these documents.

* Acts as a liaison between different staffs involved in the regulatory process.

% Maintains historical files on regulatory actions and helps other staffs use them as a resource.

RAD Quality Standards

% For each new project, discuss a realistic completion timeline with the customer

% Keep the customer informed about progress on projects through tracking systems and personal
contacts

% Relate each project to other projects underway for that customer, and suggest combinations or
modifications where they serve the customer's interests
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¢ Warn customers of likely consequences when they suggest approaches that have caused problems in
the past
¢ Make each work product well-written, logical, and thorough.
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